
BURNS BRIDGE
REPLACEMENT PROJECT

The Kenneth F. Burns Bridge:  The Kenneth F. Burns Bridge is a concrete deck arch span bridge comprised 
of a total of six arches and a viaduct.  The bridge carries Massachusetts Route 9, known in the project area 
as Belmont Street or Turnpike Road, over Lake Quinsigamond, between the City of Worcester and the Town 
of Shrewsbury.

Role:  Route 9, and the Burns Bridge, both play a major role in the local and regional transportation network.  
According to traffic counts obtained in July, 2008, a total of 47,700 cars travel over the Burns Bridge each weekday.

Project History:  Originally constructed in 1916, the Burns Bridge was the fifth crossing of Lake Quinsigamond
to be built.  The current bridge has been repaired and rehabilitated several times throughout its lifespan.  Analysis 
undertaken by MassDOT Highway Division in 2008 showed that the current bridge has deteriorated beyond 
repair and must be replaced.  MassDOT will work with the community build a replacement bridge that meets
their needs.

Project Goal:  To select a bridge type that will provide for a speedy, cost-effective, and aesthetically
pleasing replacement for the Burns Bridge so that Route 9 can continue to carry local and regional traffic safely 
and effectively.

Project Cost:  Approximately $137 Million.  80% of the funding will be provided by the Federal Highway
Administration with the remaining 20% coming from MassDOT Division of Highways.

Project Timeline:  The project is currently in the pre-25% design phase.  Construction is expected to begin
in 2012. 

An Accelerated Bridge:  The Accelerated Bridge Program commits $3 Billion over the next eight years to repair
or replace structurally deficient bridges in Massachusetts.  The Burns Bridge will be replaced under this program 
using a “design/build” approach that will minimize disruption associated with project and help to contain costs.

Keeping Traffic Flowing:  Given the major role played by Route 9, MassDOT Highway Division will ensure that 
traffic continues to flow during construction.  At this time, the project’s design team is analyzing different ways
to accomplish this goal ranging from lane shifts on the existing structure to creation of a full temporary bridge.  
Some disruption to traffic flow is inevitable during this necessary replacement however the Highway Division
will work to keep it to a minimum throughout construction.

Public Involvement:  The bridge plays a major role in the day-to-day lives of local residents and area commuters. 
A number of properties closely abut the Burns Bridge.  Lake Quinsigamond is heavily used by recreational and 
sport boaters.  MassDOT Highway Division is committed to the meaningful involvement of all stakeholders.  Later 
this year, the Highway Division will launch a website that will allow users to sign up for email alerts regarding the 
project, read about the progress of work, and submit comments to the project team.  Should you wish to be 
placed on future informational mailing lists, please feel free to contact  Stephanie Boundy by telephone
(617) 973-8049 or by e-mail at stephanie.boundy@state.ma.us.
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